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ROADS — AGRICULTURAL REGION 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.54 pm]: I want to briefly touch on some 
events of yesterday. I was fortunate enough to drive through the Agricultural Region, which I think is the best 
region in Western Australia, with the Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti. We inspected a lot of roadworks. 
Members who drive around regional Western Australia may know that a lot roadworks are going on. That is 
because the McGowan government has increased spending on regional roads by 20 per cent on the previous 
government. It was great to be able to announce some new funding for road projects, partnering up with our friends 
in local government across the agricultural region and the state. 

We inspected the massive NorthLink project and the Great Northern Highway project between Muchea and the 
Chittering roadhouse. We opened the Miling bypass and we were very fortunate that principal Michelle Murray 
invited us to the school. We met the whole of Miling Primary School in one shot. They were very happy to meet 
and accommodate us. It was a great little break in the day to meet with all the students. We then travelled to meet 
with the Shires of Goomalling and Northam. 

I want to make members aware of some of the projects we are funding. These are commodity-route projects on 
roads operated by local governments, but because of the amount of heavy freight that they carry, as a state 
government, we are more than happy to get in and support our friends in local government with funding for some 
sections of these roads. I have driven on many of those roads many times. I want to make special mention of the 
local governments that do a tremendous job maintaining our road network across the state. We are also working 
with the federal government. We have $70 million of funding for a wheatbelt secondary freight network and we 
are working on an ag region strategy that incorporates roads, rails and ports. A lot of work is going on and I think 
voters expect us to work with local and federal governments to get better outcomes for them. 

I will run through the list of projects so that members know where this $10 million that was announced yesterday is 
going and the importance of many of these roads. We have partnered with the Shire of Corrigin to resurface 12 kilometres 
of Bulyee Road and with the Shire of Dandaragan to reconstruct and improve drainage on a 1.7-kilometre section 
of North West Road. We have partnered with the Shire of Dowerin to reconstruct, resurface and improve drainage 
on 3.3 kilometres of Dowerin–Koorda Road and with the Shire of Goomalling to reconstruct 5.84 kilometres of 
Calingiri–Goomalling Road. That road is also known as lime route 2, which carries over 500 000 tonnes of 
agricultural lime to the wheatbelt each year. We are also partnering with the Shire of Kellerberrin to reconstruct, 
widen and improve drainage on a 2.9-kilometre section of Bencubbin–Kellerberrin Road; to reconstruct, reseal, 
reshape and improve drainage on a one-kilometre section of Mather Road; and to reshape, resurface, stabilise and 
improve drainage on 2.38 kilometres of Dowding Road. In the Shire of Mingenew we will widen 9.5 kilometres of 
Coalseam Road and in the Shire of Moora we will reconstruct 18 kilometres of Miling North Road. In the Shire of 
Narrogin we will stabilise and reseal 2.83 kilometres of Cooraminning Road. In the Shire of Northam we are 
widening and resealing three kilometres of Southern Brook Road and in the Shire of Pingelly we are making 
geometrical improvements and widening three kilometres of Wickepin–Pingelly Road. In the Shire of Plantagenet 
we are we are resealing and stabilising 5.89 kilometres of Woogenellup Road, resurfacing 7.87 kilometres of 
Chillinup Road, second sealing 4.32 kilometres of Palmdale Road, second sealing 6.46 kilometres of Yellanup Road 
and reconstructing 11.5 kilometres of Mallwillup Road. In the Shire of Wongan–Ballidu we are reconstructing and 
widening two kilometres of Hospital Road. In the north, in the Shire of Wyndham–East Kimberley we are undertaking 
design work for 10.65 kilometres of Carlton Hill Road and in the Shire of Yilgarn we are reconstructing 
2.2 kilometres of Bodallin South Road. 

These roadworks are very important. It is a great opportunity for local governments to get in and do this work on 
these important roads. These roads are used by the whole sector for commodity movements, so we think it is a little 
unfair that local ratepayers have to foot the bill for these roads. I commend Minister Saffioti for this initiative and 
for getting much-needed money for these local government roads in the Agricultural Region. We note that the 
government inherited a big backlog of maintenance work and we are dealing with that through initiatives such as 
this. It was a great day yesterday and all the local governments were very enthusiastic about and happy with 
this funding. It shows the McGowan government’s commitment to the Agricultural Region and to regional 
Western Australia. It is our number one piece of public infrastructure, which we rely on for road safety and efficient 
economic development in the regions. It was a great day all round and great to be out in the agricultural regions, 
which is somewhere that I love to go, and I appreciate the minister’s visit. 

House adjourned at 5.59 pm 
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